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SUBJECT: RUMORED HIGH LEVEL PERSONNEL CHANGES 

1. A POLISH JOURNIALIST SOURCE, WHO IS IN A POSITION TO 
BE PRIVY TO A WIDE SPECTRUM OP POLITICAL NEWS, TOLD AN 
EMBOPP THAT THERE WILL BE A PLENUM DEVOTED TO PERSONNEL 
CHANGES FOLLOWING THE OCTOBER 22-23 PZPR PARTY CONPERENCE. 
ACCORDING TO THE SOURCE, THE MAIN CHANGES WILL INVOLVE 
PREMIER JAROSZEWICZ REPLACING HENRYK JABLONSKI AS 
CHAIRMAN OP THE COUNCIL OP STATE AND PARTY SECRETARY 
SZYDLAK REPLACING JAROSZEWICZ AS PREMIER. PRESSED POR 

A RATIONAL E POR THESE CHANGES BY EMBOFP, THE SOURCE COULD 
DEFER NONE OTHER THAN THAT SZYDLAK'S STAR WAS SAID 
TO BE ASCENDING AGAIN ALTER BEING ECLIPSED BY SZLACHCICS 
DURING THE SUMMER. 

2. COMMENT: THE EMBASSY HAS NO EVIDENCE TO SUPPORT THIS 
RUMOR. AT 64, NEITHER JABLONSKI NOR JAROSZEWSKI CAN BE 
CONSIDERED OVER THE HILL AND THERE HAVE BEEN NO RECENT 
RUMORS ABOUT EITHER OP THEM SUPPERING FROM BAD PHYSICAL 
OR POLITICAL HEALTH. ON THE OOTHER HAND, NEITHER IS 
ASSOCIATED WITH GIEREK'S SILESIAN-BASE POLITICAL PACTION 
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AND NEITHER HAS A SIGNIFICANT POLITICAL BASE OF HIS OWN. 
JABLONSKI IS ONE OF THE FEWREMAINING PORMER SOCIALISTS 
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IN HIGH POLITICAL OFFICE AND JAROSZEWICZ IS ESSENTIALLY 
A COLORLESS BUT DEPENDABLE PARTY STALWART WHO HAS NOEVER 
BEEN CLOSELY IDENTIEIED WITH ANY EACTION. SZYDLAK IS 
YOUNG (48, DYNAMIC, GOT HIS MAJOR POLITICAL START AS A 
SECRETARY IN GIERKE'S BROTHER-IN-LAW, AND HAS A 
REPUTATION OF BACKING THE RIGHT POLITICAL HORSE AT THE 
RIGHT TIME. AS HEAD OE THE GIEREK REGIME'S SPECIAL ECON- 
OMIC COMMISSION, HE IS ALSO IN A POSITION TO CLAIM CREDIT 
EOR MUCH OF THE RELATIVE IMPORVEMENT IN ECONOMIC PEREORMANCE 
WHICH HAS BEEN ATTENDED BY A VISIBLE IMPROVEMENT IN THE 
STANDARD OE LIVING OVER THE PAST THREE YEARS. CONVERSELY, 

HE ALSO STAND TO BEAR THE BRUNT OE THE ATTACK SHOULD 
THE ECONOMY EALTER. POSSIBLE HIS HERETOEORE UNERRING 
INSTINCT EOR POLITICAL SURVIVAL VIA UPWARD MOBILITY HAS 
SUGGESTED TO HIM THAT HE SHOULD MOVE ON TO BROADER RESPON- 
SIBILITIIES AND LEAVE THE POLITICAL OVERLORDSHIP OP THE 
ECONOMY TO SOMEONE ELSE NOW THAT SOME ADJUSTMENTS IN 
RETAIL PRICES SEEM INEVITABLE. HIS LENGTHY AND CLOSE 
POLITICAL AND PERSONAL TIES TO GIEREK UNDOUBTEDLY SERVE 
HIS PROPESSIONAL AMBITIONS WELL. MOREOVER, HIS PAST 
CAREER INDICATED THAT HE IS A PLEXIBLE, PRAGMATIC, AND 
ENERGETIC ADMINISTRATOR WHO IS CONSISTENTLY AND SLAVISHLY 
LOYAL TO THE LEADER OP THE MOMENT. POSSIBLE GIEREK SEES 
SOME DIPFICULT DAYS AHEAD DURING WHICH HE WOULD PEEL 
MORE COMFORTABLE WITH SOMEONE PERSONALLY DEVOTED TO HIM, 
SUCH AS SZYDLAK, AS NOMINAL HEAD OP GOVERNMENT. IN SUM, 

WHILE THE EMBASSY SEES NO SPECIAL REASON EOR HIGH-LEVEL 
PERSONNEL CHANGES AT THIS TIME AND IS NOT AWARE OF ANY 
LEADERSHIP DISPUTES WITHIN THE PARTY, IT NEVERTHELESS 
WOULD NOT BE GREATLY SUPRISED WERE JAROSZESICZ TO 
REPLACE JABLONSKI AS CEREMONIAL HEAD OP STATE AND 
SZYDLAK TO BECOME PREMIER. 
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